
Human Trafficking Report to Board Meeting October, 2017 
 

• Helping a Victim:  On Tuesday, August 8, a 45yr old woman, ‘Madam X’, called St. Marks Lutheran 
Church (Springfield) office asking for help because she was being abused.  Cherry Moser, of their 
WELCA unit was contacted and she called the National Human Trafficking Hotline (NHTH) requesting 
help for the woman.  She was given a case number and she waited for but did not receive a return 
call.  She said because St Marks had a presentation and training she tried to help and made some other 
calls. 
Later that day the woman showed up at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Falls Church, with a piece of 
paper that had the church address and Marcia Ihnen’s name. She explained that she had been staying in 
Arlington at “Doorways For Women and Families” a safe house for victims of domestic and sexual 
violence, temporary housing support and counseling. https://www.doorwaysva.org/about-us.   Now she was 
asking for help to get into the Lee High Inn (Muslim owned) to spend the night and then go to “SARC” 
safe house in Bel Air MD. The secretary used the church credit card and checked her into the hotel for 
the night.  The following day she kept asking for transportation to the SARC facility, and fortunately she 
obtained it without our help. 
When I contacted SARC, 410-836-8431, I was told because of their confidentiality policy, they could 
not confirm that she was there and also said it is not safe to transport victims because you could be 
followed by the abuser.  Always call the police or sheriffs’ office and they will arrange transportation for 
the victim. 

• Human Trafficking and Faith-Based Communities; The National Human Trafficking Hotline 
(NHTH) has heighted the fact that a full range of Communities of faith have a crucial role to play in the 
fight against HT and helping survivors. The NHTH has created a resource document called Faith-Based 
Partnerships to Combat Human Trafficking:  There are nine action steps that can be used: 

1. Learn and share the facts about labor and sex trafficking. 
2. Welcome: Create a welcoming environment for trafficking survivors. 
3. Partner:  Build partnerships with anti-trafficking organizations. 
4. Report:  Call the National Human Trafficking Hotline. 
5. Prevent:  Engage in prevention work for human trafficking. 
6. Advocate:  Advocate for stronger protections for survivors. 
7. Volunteer:  Volunteer your time and skills to local organizations. 
8. Donate:  Support anti-trafficking organizations financially. 
9. Purchase:  Shop fair trade and support ethical business practices.   

(Source: National Human Trafficking Hotline Monthly Newsletter humantraffickinghotline.org) 
• Presentation:  Laura Hamke of New Jerusalem Lutheran in Lovettsville, VA asked if we could do a 

presentation for the Lovettsville Lions Club On October 24.  Unfortunately, I will be out of town, but 
Gail Hambleton, of the Safe Haven Campaign, agreed to do it for us. Gail is hoping to include 
information about their study series and also show the Movie Chosen followed by a discussion. 

• The Virginia State Police Sex Offender and Crimes Against Minors Registry Website:               
http://sex-offender.vsp.virginia.gov/sor/. This website, which includes the Public Notification Database, 
provides access to publicly available information about persons convicted of specified violent and 
sexual offenses. Members of the public can use this website to educate themselves about the possible 
presence of such offenders in their local communities. 

• Shared Hope International continues to fight for the Trafficking and Communication Decency Act to 
protect children and families from online predators here and abroad.  October 9, 2017 is the trial date of 
the first civil case against Backpage.com 
 



	
84	Children	Rescued	in	Nationwide	Human	Trafficking	Sweep,	FBI	Says		
 
The FBI rescued 84 children from the grips of a multi-state human trafficking ring and arrested 120 traffickers 
Wednesday, announcing the successful sting in a statement. 
 
Operation Cross Country XI focused the attention of law enforcement agencies on a single goal: taking out 
"pimps" who run human trafficking rings. 
"We at the FBI have no greater mission than to protect our nation's children from harm. Unfortunately, the 
number of traffickers arrested — and the number of children recovered — reinforces why we need to continue 
to do this important work," FBI Director Christopher Wray said. 
 
"This operation isn't just about taking traffickers off the street. It's about making sure we offer help and a way 
out to these young victims who find themselves caught in a vicious cycle of abuse." 
 
Related: What Happens to Foreign Human Trafficking Victims in the United States? 
 
The sting is part of a 2003 venture called the Innocence Lost National Initiative, which is responsible for 
finding and identifying 6,500 children since its inception. 
In the San Francisco Bay Area, agencies "put an additional operational focus on pimps, particularly those 
involved in the human trafficking of minors," the FBI said in a statement. "Pimps who force or coerce adults to 
engage in prostitution are also committing acts of human trafficking." 
 
Related: Human Trafficking Increased in 2016, Organization Reports 
The agency said human traffickers undervalue the lives of their victims, some of whom are so young that their 
involvement in the criminal rings is cringe-worthy. 
"During operations by FBI Denver's Rocky Mountain Innocence Lost Task Force, for example, a three-month-
old girl and her five-year-old sister were recovered after a friend who was staying with the family made a deal 
with an undercover task force officer to sell both children for sex in exchange for $600," the statement read. 
 
The operation encompassed multiple stings over four days through Sunday. The FBI said 55 field offices, 
including 78 Child Exploitation Task Forces, were involved, along with 500 other law enforcement agencies 
across multiple states and the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children. 
 
"This operation isn't just about taking traffickers off the street," Wray said. "It's about making sure we offer help 
and a way out to these young victims who find themselves caught in a vicious cycle of abuse." 
 
********* 
See	the	story	at	https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/crime/84-children-rescued-in-nationwide-human-
trafficking-sweep-fbi-says/ar-AAtHMOz?li=BBnb7Kz	.	

 
 


