
Triennial Gathering 

 

From Kathy Meier, President, Metro DC SWO: 

Dear Sisters-in-Christ, 

   “Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise 
   up the foundations of many generations; you shall 
   be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of 
   streets to live in.”  Isaiah 58:12 

The Ninth Triennial Gathering was an incredible opportunity for attendees—all six (yes, SIX!) 
generations in attendance. From our first worship service on Thursday evening through the last 
worship service on Sunday, the focus was on learning and celebrating how we, the Women of 
the ELCA, are actively mobilizing each other to act boldly to rebuild the ancient ruins, repair 
the breach, restore the streets in which we live. 

Bishop Eaton, in a remarkably dynamic speech, talked about women from ancient times being 
the foundation for building the church. Over the years women have continued to move forward 
boldly to support and encourage the extension of roles of women in the church. Without the 
Women of the ELCA and the predecessor bodies, she stated that she would not be in the 
position she holds today. 

We further examined the “repairer of the breach, the restorer of the streets to live in” through 
plenary talks from The Rev. Susan Sparks, a pastor, lawyer, and comedian. The entire 
assembly, although rolling with laughter throughout her story telling, came away with the 
message to go out into the world and through the grace of Jesus Christ advocate for justice 
and peace. 

The Rev. Becca Stevens described the real work of housing homeless women, women who 
walked on the dark side of society—prostitution, trafficking, drug abuse. Through love and 
caring, many of these women have been able to recover, walk on their own in the world, and 
contribute in a very positive way. Her organization, Thistle Farms, has saved many women. I 
encourage you to see for yourself what love can do. Use this link to learn more about Becca 
Stevens and her work: http://www.thistlefarms.org.   

Dr. Diane Jacobson led a Bible Study of “Mary’s Song: The Magnificat,” which is included in 
the July/August Gather Magazine (page 30). She first walked us through a comparison of Mary 
and Elizabeth’s lives and their mutual journey to an understanding of their calling. If you do not 
have Gather Magazine, it is well worth subscribing for the Bible studies, as well as the 
wonderful articles. You will find information for ordering Gather Magazine later in this 
newsletter. 

We engaged in remarkable workshops, service projects, and wonderful fellowship that 
continued throughout the week with our sisters-in-Christ. No one was a stranger, no one was 
an outsider. It was an incredibly powerful celebration of who we are as women and Women of 
the ELCA. 

 

+ + + + + + + 

 

http://www.thistlefarms.org/


Triennial Gathering Recap—July 24-27, 2014 
In her “Message from the President” on the front page, Kathy Meier gave a 
very good summary of the excellent featured speakers for the Gathering. The 
July 2014 Bold Connections e-magazine gives a well-done recap of the both 
the Ninth Triennial Convention and the Gathering itself. If you are a subscriber, 
please enjoy reading about all of the goings-on.  

Metro DC SWO had 41 attendees at the Gathering, and our “METRO DC SWO” Team raised $600 for 
the “5K Run, Walk, and Roll” event to benefit WELCA’s “Raising Up Healthy Women and Girls” 
initiative. It's impossible to “do it all” at a triennial gathering, so check out some of the activities through 
this summary and the links provided for additional information.  

• In-kind giving (http://www.welcatg.org/news/women-elca-tradition-sharing-generous-giving/) tradition 
continues—During the time of this gathering, women contributed $14,785 in gift cards; 15,877 
minutes in phone cards; 6,635 toilette items; 3,717 pair of socks and underwear; 118 quilt kits; 116 
quilts; and 1,508 prayer shawls. At the “quilting cottage,” women made quilts to be sent overseas.  

• Practicing discipleship through servant events (http://www.welcatg.org/news/456/)—Servant 
opportunities focused on one of the four actions in Isaiah 58:12 and offered opportunities to learn and 
practice collective stewardship and discipleship. The Quilting Cottage, for example, was one of the 
many servant events available where donated quilts and the 90+ made on the spot (with more on the 
way) were to be sent around in the world via Lutheran World Relief. Raising Up Healthy Women and 
Girls, another service opportunity, uses activities to look at the heart of the Women of the ELCA’s 
Health Initiative. Other servant opportunities included receiving the stories of women in the military; 
creating safe havens for girls; learning more about the plight of women in the Congo; and community 
organizing. 

• Accepting all (http://www.welcatg.org/news/learning-accepting/) explored in workshop—Striving to 
help build inclusive congregations through a ministry of graceful engagement, faithful conversations 
and educational hospitality, ELCA women attended a workshop to learn more about 
“ReconcilingWorks,” an organization initially established in 1983 as a way for Lutheran congregations 
to publicly declare their welcome to gay and lesbian people. 

• Young women gather at chocolate lounge (http://www.welcatg.org/news/chocolate-brings-em-in-
them/)—The point of the Chocolate Lounge was to have the young adult women in their 20s and 30s 
interact and get interested in Women of the ELCA. 

• Deepening inter-generational relationships (http://www.welcatg.org/news/its-life-changing-
relationships/)—Young adults aged 18 to 30 and women in every other generation participated in an 
interactive workshop on intergenerational space, Café (http://www.boldcafe.org) groups and 
openness to the needs and experiences of younger women. 

• Presiding bishop (http://www.welcatg.org/news/we-sister-act-act/)  urges women to be an undercover 
force—Eaton spoke of the many ways women serve in their congregations and highlighted the 
$84,000 raised by Women of the ELCA for the ELCA’s Malaria Campaign. She said, “You have to 
understand that you also are leaders, that women are leaders in congregations.  Sometimes I think 
we discount our leadership if we are not elected to positions of elected leadership in our 
congregations.” And she reminded us that “ We’re a sister act, so let’s act.” 

• Nearly $40,000 collected in Thankoffering Service (http://www.welcatg.org/news/page/4/)—During 
closing worship, 25 percent of thankofferings will support Women of the ELCA’s Katie’s Fund; 25 
percent to Women of the ELCA’s scholarships; and 50 percent to International Leaders–Women, a 
priority of Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA–a five-year campaign seeking to 
raise $198 million in support of new and expanded ELCA churchwide ministries. 

Experience the triennial gathering for the first time or again through social media at this blog post: 
http://www.welcatg.org/news/experience-welcatg-again/. View the many photos divided up and labeled 
into days that were posted using this link: http://photos.womenoftheelca.org/Other-2. 

 

+ + + + + + + 
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Triennial Gathering—Viewpoint of a “First Timer” 

As a first-time attendee to a Triennial Gathering, I was one of over 700 who attended the “First Timer 
Breakfast” on Friday of the Gathering. It was a real eye-opener, as I was clueless as to how many of us 
NEWBIES would be there. But that meant that there were over 1600 RETURNEES… wow, mind-
blowing… so these Gatherings must really be something special, right? 

Oh, sure, I’ve been to many other conventions—both organization- and work-related—in my 60-plus 
years, but I wasn’t prepared for the marked and bubbling enthusiasm of these Women of the ELCA. Let 
me tell you, after several days with these remarkable women, it’s overwhelmingly obvious that we ARE 
a powerful force! 

What an experience! We cheered for and laughed with our speakers… we enthusiastically greeted 
strangers as friends, who then became friends… we greeted our new bishop and enjoyed an ice cream 
social… we exchanged ‘tchotchkes’ or gave them away—bracelets, bookmarks, pins, pens, magnets, 
and such…  

We sang and danced at our seats… we kept time with the music… we learned new songs in several 
different languages… we worshiped, shared our Thankofferings, and went to the Lord’s Table 
together…  

We brought in-kind gifts… we brought quilts… we brought prayer shawls… we chose to work on 
thirteen different Servant events… we could chose to attend up to four Workshops of the twelve 
different ones offered…  

We patiently waited in lines… we purchased books and had some signed by the authors… we 
screened and discussed new films that explored the Gathering theme in various ways… we made 
interesting purchases at the plethora of the gathered vendors… 

We ran/walked/rolled for 5K together (I was #67, a walker), raising money for the “Raising Up Healthy 
Women and Girls” initiative… we went on tours of what Charlotte had to offer…  

We painted-by-number a mural that took shape as a tree with many branches, symbolizing our theme 
of many generations… we later added names to the branches and leaves of those who helped us on 
our spiritual path… and finally we watched in awe as Stephanie Burke, the Gathering’s artist-in-
residence, created a luminous overlay of Christ himself as the tree during our closing worship service… 

      
Team METRO DC raised $600! Mural of our paint-by-numbers efforts, overlayed with this beautifully illumated picture of Christ 

 

See more pictures of this exciting venue at http://photos.womenoftheelca.org/Other-2 and, compliments 
of Paulette Sandene, on our SWO website at http://dwyercl2.wix.com/welca-metrodcsynod.  

We learned so much… we were humbled by what we learned…  

And in three years, we hope to be RETURNEES to the Gathering in Minneapolis! In the words of 
Bishop Eton:  “We are a sister act—so sisters, let’s act!” 

 ~ Cheryl Dwyer, St. Mark’s, Springfield 
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